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CHAPTER FIFTY-SEVEN



" THIS SCREME CART

! WHO'S ¥ YOU'D BETTER
FAIL! WE'RE GOING  ( goNNA BE  NOT BE PLANNING ANOTHER
TO BE R/CH, RICH, RICH?  ONE OF YOUR SCAMS, TOP
RICH! CAT! THE MAYOR'S OFFICE IS

3" EXPECTING SOME /MPORTANT |\

UH, YOU ARE?
WHERE'S YOUR

V/IS/ITORS, SO T'M UNDER STRICT
ORDERS TO CLEAN UP THIS
NEIGHBORHOOD!

OH, YOU
MISUNDERSTAND,
OFFICER DIBBLE, SIR. '\ THE BOYS
THERE ARE NO SCAMS © HERE WERE SIMPLY
HERE. NOTHING COULD ASKING, UM, HOW I LIKE
BE FURTHER FROM MY BOWLS OF CREAM
MY MIND/ PREPARED. I LIKE
THEM £/CH, K/CH,
RICH!

I MUST ADMIT,
HOWEVER, THAT I'M A
LITTLE SURPRISED TO
SEE YOU HERE IN HOAGY'S
ALLEY. IT'S AWFULLY BRAVE

OF YOU, ALL THINGS
CONSIDERED.




ALL
WHAT THINGS
CONSIDERED?

WHY, SURELY YOU
MUST BE AWARE OF THE ANCIENT
LEGEND OF HOAGY'S ALLEY! HOW,
EVERY 99 YEARS ON THIS DATE, THIS
VERY ALLEY 16 HAUNTED BY THE
FEARSOME, BLOODTHIRSTY GHOST
OF HOAGY HIMSELF!

ISN'T
THAT RIGHT,
BENNY?

HUH?
OH, SURE/
WHATEVER
YOU S4Y,

T.C!

AW, COME ON.
DO YOU REALLY

EXPECT ME TO BUS’/ MALARKEY, 1OV

SAY? 1 AM DEEPLY
AHURT THAT YOU THINK
I WOULD ATTEMPT TO
DPECE/NVE A DULY
DEPUTIZED OFFICER
OF THE LAW.

THAT LOAD OF
MALARKEY?

I DON'T
CALL THE ANCIENT
LEGEND OF HOAGY'S
ALLEY MALARKEYS.
I CALL IT--




~-H-HOAGY'S
G-G-GHOST/




EXCELLENT
WORK, SPOOK! YOU
MAKE & FINE "GHOST
OF HOAGY."

THANKS, T.C.

BUT I FEEL A LITTLE

BAD ABOUT SCARING

' OFFICER DIBBLE. HE'S

~  SARGE IS REALLY A PRETTY
NEVER GONNA DECENT 6UY.
BELIEVE
THIS!

g L
HAVE ANY COPS AROUND > NOW, LET'S
HERE WHEN THE BOYS COME GET fUEE'fT HING
BY TO PLAY POKER THIS READY! FLOATING
L ol Ganiszme . SEy THEMGELES
IN THIS GREAT CITY Up, YOU KNOW!
OF OURS.




BENNYY
WHAT'S
THE 8/G
/DEA?

YOU sS4/
YOU WANTED
THE GAME
FLOATING/




" 18/1GHE

/ GET THIS MESS \

CLEANED UP.

| THE BOYS'LL BE

\ ' HERE AVY
\MINUTE.

NO
PROBLEM.

FORTUNATELY,
WE WERE WRAPPING UP A

| cASE VEAREBY WHEN WE )
\_ "~ GOT YOUR CALL. A

T THANKS

FOR COMING |

50 QUICKLY. ~

IN FACT,
1 DO BELIEVE
1 HEAR THEM
vVow.

THAT'S GOOD !
B LUCK FOR ME/ THEY
DON'T TEACH US HOW TO
| INVESTIGATE GHOSTS AT
THE POLICE ACADEMY.
BUT YOU GUYS ARE
_ PROFESS/ONALS/




HMMM... WE'LL

: NOT 50 HAVE TO START PUTTING
THEY'RE, FAST, SPOOK. TOGETHER & LIST OF LIKELY

LIKE, GHOST. DON'T COUNT YOUR SUSPECTS. DO YOU HAVE ANY

INVESTIGATORS! | FpicaSSEED GEESE SMUGGLERS OR SHADY REAL

AND THEY'VE GOT A BEFORE THEY'RE

ESTATE DEVELOPERS
SQNEHOW. \\ 2OS, TOO! OUR HATCHED. AROUND HERE?
IDON'T THINK \  GOOSE ISN'T JUST . = oseis>
"oz poker. MRS easSELh) TAKE Chge '
PLAYERS... e OF THIS.

WELL,
NOW THAT YOU
MENTION IT...

AH,
OFFICER DIBBLE,
MY FAVORITE LOCAL
GENDARME? LONG
TIME NO SEE!
WHAT HAVE WE
HERE?

WE'RE
INVESTIGATING
THE SIGHTING OF
& GHOST. HAVE
YOU SEEN IT?

WHAT A
COINCIDENCE! T'VE BEEN
INVESTIGATING THAT .y
SUPERNATURAL SCOUNDREL --FOR A
MYSELF. T'D BE WILLING REASONABLE
TO COLLABORATE FEE,
WITH YOU ALL--




THANKS FOR
OFFERING,
BUT...

aLLOwW ME
TO INTRODUCE §F
MY COMPATRIOTS | ——
AND FELLOW -=CHOO
7uT 7UT NVESTIGATORS. A CHOO--
NO TROUBLE THIS IS-- i -
AT aLL! e

_( Bemwy Twe
~-BRAN-- o BAL-

THERE'S JUST
ONE 7/NV¥ /SSUE WE
NEED TO RESOLVE. 1S

THIS YOUR CANINE? WE
HAVE STRICT LEASH
AND MUZZLE LAWS
IN THIS CITY, YOU
KNOW.

rROW, RAIT
A RINUTE...
vt

WELL, ALL RIGHT.

I SUPPOSE WE COULD
FOREGO THE MUZZLE,
JUST THIS ONCE. BUT
ONLY BECAUSE YOU'VE
TOUCHED WY

#EART. 1 Never couLD
/ RESIST A DOG WITH A
\ speECH IMPEDIMENT.




MY DEAR AL

THE DOGS IN THE WORLD

COULDN'T STOP ME FROM
COMING TO THE AID OF SUCH
LOVELY LAD/ES--EVEN

THOUGH MY TYPE 1S USUALLY
SHORTER...

..
\ Fuee/ER

UH,
THANKS...
I THINK. BUT
I'M NOT
SURE...

'5, LIKE, OKAY "R
BY ME! LET 7THESE

( Guvs cHeCK OUT THE
\ GHOST--INSTEAD

OF ME! _L
—w” _15UPPOSE
WE COULD USE SOME
HELP FROM SOMEONE
WHO KNOWS THE
NEIGHBORHOOD...

" THAT'S (
THE SPIRIT, S-SPIRIT?/
CHUM! - O wW-wHAT SPIRIT?
AN WHERE'S &
SPIRIT?
|




PSST/
1 DON'T GET IF THESE
GHOST, WHY WOULD / IDON'T °
You WANNA #ELP : KNOW, FRED. WHY WOULD
THEM? . [ _IF SOMEONE'S SOMEONE HAUNT
| PRETEND/ING TO THIS ALLEY? THERE'S
WE'LL L \ BE A GHOST, IT'S NOTHING VALUABLE
g‘gf"’ THEM, ALL RIGHT. - \ HARD TO SEE 4 HERE--JUST TRASH
LL HELP THEM RIGHT _ CANS.
OUTTA HERE! AND FAST, .
BEFORE OUR POKER- -
PLAYING PIGEONS
ARRIVE.

VALUABLE"?Y a




HOW CAN <
YOU SAY SUCH THINGS /|
ABOUT THESE LUXURY

ACCOMMODPATIONS?

LOOK HERE--A STUD/O
APARTMENT WITH

5OUTHEI2N EXPOSURE! -

HEY! THAT
COM"S’%{gﬁT’O” PHONE IS FOR

POLICE BUSINESS |
«\ ONLY/YOU CAN'T /7 --WITH VERY
D USE IT! <[ EXCLUSIVE CALL
==~ SCREENING.

AT LEAST
UNTIL THE F/RE
DEPARTMENT

SHUTS OFF
THE HYDRANT
AGAIN.




YOU HAVE |
7/~ THE AUDACITY TO ENTER

OUR SUMPTUOUS HOME AND
\ CALL IT "TRASH CANS"? I'M NOT

IF YOU WON'T

GOING TO STAND HERE AND , LEAVE, WE WILL!
BE NSULTED! GooD DAY/ I--
‘. DIDN'T MEAN
7 TO OFFEND

wow, T'VE
NEVER SEEN v‘
TOP CAT 50

TOUCHY.

LIKE, MAYBE
WE SHOULD GO
APOLOG/ZE.




ZO/INKS/
IT'S HOAGY'S
_ GHOST! _£




Zrokavi N

" 50 THIS
IS HOW 7TRAINED
PROFESS/ONALS
RUN AWAY? I THINK T'M
GETTING THE HANG
OF IT!

HEY, YOU
GUYS! WaIT

Stow

[ POWN THERE,
\ SPEEDY. WHERE'S
N THE FIRE?

NO FIRE,
T.C. I'M JUST
TRYIN' TO GET

AWAY FROM THAT

GHOST!




WHAT GHOST?
IT'S JUST

CHOO CHOO, OH YEAH!
7 [ HIS PERFORMANCE
REMEMBER* eroe]

Y
COMNVINCING.

THANKS.
I ALWAYS DREAMED
OF A CAREER IN THE
THEATER.

MAYBE YOU
COULD BE AN
USHER.

BUT ENOUGH
OF THIS WHIMSICAL
BANTER! WE'VE GOT
SERIOUS POKER

TO PLAY.

OUR ;
GUESTS HaVE
ARRIVED! A




A

COME ON IN, :
BOYS! THE CARDS
ARE #OT, AND ONE- |
EYED JACK IS F——
wio. HIYE, N
ONE-EYED
JACK.

ACK.
HOW'VE YOU




HEY, I \—— 50 YoU
: THOUGHT YOU OT,, TS, TRICKED US?
DON'T BE SHY, FOLKS WERE TIME. THAT "GHOST" WAS YOU ONLY
FELLAS! STEP BUSY RUMNING Pﬁ%ﬁﬂ"ﬂ gsﬂv:’%uPyo.;ﬁ;%%z pperswgeg}m
RIGHT UP! WE'LL AWAY, s RUN AWAY?

| CEREL ToMN WE FACE...AND HIS CAT

EARS WERE KIND OF A
GIVEAWAY.

SoME WELL, T\
OF US ) DO HAVE TO \
PRETENDED. / ADMIRE & GOOD |

7R/CK, EVEN |
WHEN IT'S ON &

6-6-GHOST,
LIKE, G-GONE )
YeT? AL




 F-FORGET
\ DAT/ ¥-yOUSE
| CAN D-DEAL




| B <\ Herel
/. HOLD "\ -
ON, FELLAS! ¥YOU HAVEN'T
\ DON'T LEAVE  EVEN BET |
__ NOW! 4 ANY Ag?”&r

NOTHING

(Lemue ouTTA

/ CHOO CHOO,
WHAT ARE YOU
\ DomNG? _/

...THEN WHO'S

wuﬂgcn%g 'sc'bu — | UNDER THE
: CHOO CHOO! ¥~ WAIT & "\ / . N\ Saers /

\ DONG? A TWTALKING MINUTE! IF
- = T A YOU'RE OVER
N HERE... an







HEY,
GUYS. WHAT
TOOK YOU S0

HOW ABOUT

A FEW QU/Ck

HANDS OF

POKER BEFORE
YOU 607




7 HE CAN'T O
— FOLLOW BOTH

[ OF US IF WE SPLIT

| UP!{T'LL GO TH/S

7 ALaS,

MY DEAR
parTNG 15 P  bo KNOW

9\ “wav-you 6o A
\ Twarwatr A\ eadll? M YOURE A CAT, ‘

THAT'S IT
"\ STRANGE. LOOKS LIKE THE

GHOST 15 TRYING |
TO RUN IN BOTH

\ DIRECTIONS...

ca’?vi.g%e
HAVE SOME OF IT'S ABOUT "\

: 7/ME SOMEONE
Tﬂogi_fo KE WANTED TO PLAY! ||

“\ ANTE UP, AND |
\ T'LL DEAL THE /




AN
ANTI-GHOST
DEFENSE,
THAT 15!

SORRY,
THESE CHIPS
AREN'T MY ANTE.
THEY'RE AN

I'M TOO

ATTRACTIVE )
7o DiEl




A

I DON'T THINK N\
ANYONE'S DYING )
HERE. £

UNLESS :
( msDpYNGOF
\ EMBARRASSMENT. )

BRAIN?
BENNY?P
WHAT ARE
Yyou 6UYs

DOING?

WHAT You
70LP Us
TO!




UH... SURE/

YOU SAID We
SHOULD, UH, DRESS UP
LIKE A GHOST AND
SCARE EVERYONE
Away!

THAT WAS
BEFORE. YOU'RE
NOT SUPPOSED TO
SCARE AWAY PAYING
CUSTOMERS/

50 you
TOLD THEM TO
DRESS UP LIKE 4
GHOST AND SCARE
EVERYONE AWAY,
TOP CAT?

OH,
OFFICER
DIBBLE!
HEH HEH.




NO NEED
TO REPHRASE ANYTHING.
WE'D LIKE TO 7THANK YOU
FOR SCARING AWAY THE
UNDESIRABLES.

YOURE
[  QUITE WELCOME, \
\ I'M SURE. BUT WHAT )

THAT'S
WHAT I WAS TRYING
TO 7E&LL YOU BEFORE.
THESE ARE THE
IMPORTANT VISITORS
I WAS TALKING
ABOUT.

MR. SAYLES
AND #S. WRENNT
ARE REAL-ESTATE
PEVELOPERS
WHO ARE MAKING A
DEAL WITH THE
CITY.




WELL, IT'S
ABOUT TIMES THE
MAYOR MUST HAVE
READ ALL MY LETTERS
ABOUT ERECTING
A LAVISH SOC/AL
CLUB AND SPA FOR
CATS.

HERE,
T'LL SKETCH
OUT SOME OF
MY IDEAS, 6OT

THAT
WON'T BE NECESSARY.
WE'VE ALREADY PLANNED
OUT OUR BUILDING PROJECT,
AND WE CAN START
CONSTRUCTION RIGHT
AWAY...
...ONCE WE

TEAR POWN THIS
NEIGHBORHOOD!




MY APOLOGIES, BUT

I MUST HAVE M/SHEARD
YOU. IT SOUNDED LIKE YOU
SAID “TEAR DOWN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD. "

“IT SOUNDED
EXACTLY LIKE
\ " THAT.

ONCE WE
/ GET RID OF ALL
THESE EYESORES,
WE'LL BUILD TWELVE

SQUARE BLOCKS

i OF EXCLUSIVE
I LUXURY HIGH-RISE
/LD PWELLINGS! £




BUT, LIKE,
WHAT ABOUT THE
BOWLING ALLEY
AND PEDRO'S
PI/ZZ2A AND--?

You
WON'T BVEN
M/SS THEM WHEN
YOU HAVE 24~
HOUR TANNING
SALONS-- 4

--EYEBROW
THREADPING
BOUT/QUES
AND SEVENTEEN
SLAPPUCING
COFFEE BARS
INSTEAD!

PI2ZA?

ALL OF THAT SOUNDS VERY EXPENS/VE.
THIS 1S & LOW-INCOME NE/GHBORHOOD.
THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE HERE CAN'T AFFORD
APARTMENTS LIKE THOSE!

IF YOU TEAR

DOWN THEIR HOMES,
WHERE ARE AlLL THE POOR
PEOPLE SUPPOSED
TO LIVE?

p I GUESS
THEY'LL JUST
HAVE TO MOVE
TO THE SUBURES
LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE.




| WHY DON'T
[ you 6uys 60 TO \
| THE SUBURBS? T'LL |
\ GIVE YOU & HEAD |
N START!

BENNY, WA/T/

I UNDERSTAND
YOU'RE UPSET, BUT
SOAK/NG THEM
WON'T STOP
THEM!

WEe've
GOTTA DO
SOMETHING/




[ 1 AGREE--BUT WHAT?Z USUALLY, WE \ |
| STOP UNSCRUPULOUS REAL-ESTATE
DEVELOPERS BY PUTTING THEM IN
JA/L. BUT SAYLES AND WRENNT
HAVEN'T D%‘EAHNYTHJNG

DIDN'T EUEN > _ »
ResS 5% ) e

YOU CAN DO. WE T
PLANNED FOR |

--REXCEPT
RHAT!




7/~ HEAD FOR "\
THE SAFETY OF
YOUR FANCY

REAL-ESTATE




ST,
YOU'RE
ware KIDDING, RIGHT?

DRESSING UP LIKE A GHOST
IS THE F/RST THING THEY )

TEACH US IN REALTOR
. SCHOOL.

BESIDES,
THAT'S THE 7HIRD \
FAKE GHOST TODAY!

\ ' WHO'D BE SCARED

RIKES/

A RHOST/

e
aLL IZIGHT,

THEY'D BE
SCARED.




[ 15 oBVIOUSLY Y /
| “ousT 70P
\ CAT WEARING
N\ A SHEET.

OKAY, 50 IT'S
ONE OF THOSE
OTHER ALLEY




[ BLLEY CATS, ALL OF |\ THOSE MEDOLING
\ KIDS.
\_#ND ACCoUNTED /

~ you 7 FINE! 50
MEAN 7THESE = ([ IT'5 ONE OF

WHOM ARE PEESENT J

IT'S NOT
ANY OF US
EITHER.

] ... THEN IN OUR
[ MOT ANY OF | WHEN ALL OF ° PROFESSIONAL
\ THEM, THEN | THE SUSPECTS OPINION,
: HAVE BEEN IT MIGHT JUST
ELIMINATED...




OH MY,

15 SOMETHING
THE MATTER?
I THOUGHT YOU
AREN'T SCARED

OF GHOSTS.




BUT
NO ONE'S

[ GOING TO WANT \
| To RENT STORES |
| Or ApARTMENTS |

THAT ARE
\ HAUNTED!

THE N
PROPERTY

VALUES WilL
PLUMMET/

AND WE'RE
TERRIFIED
OF THAT!

CAN KEEP YOUR '\
LOUSY, HAUNTED
ALLEY!




WHEW! THAT
WAS A CLOSE
\__ ONE/

© T CERTAINLY WAS! N
\ ( BUT IT LOOKS LIKE Your Y
) \ NElcHBORAOOD |5 SAFE Jj)

7 TS MY N ~ WHY, OFFICER
vO& TO MAKE || W D/BBLE, yOUSLY N o
| SURETHIS \ W (oLD poLice poG, you! | B
P\ NEIGHBORHOOD |~ pDrRESSING UPAS A | p
\ STAYS SAFE! £\ \ \ GHOST TO SCARE
, | O\ PEOPLE AWAY?

I DIDN'T
KNOW YOU HAD
IT IN YOU.




WELL, THAT'S

NOT OUR USUAL METHOD
FOR GETTING RID OF

UNSCRUPULOUS REAL-ESTATE

BENNY, BENNY,
YOU'RE MISSING THE WHAT'S
POINT! THESE ARE MPORTANT
ENLIGHATENEDP  |5N'T WHETHER

IT SURE
HELPED WHEN YOU
TOLD THEM THE
GHOST WAS REAL,

DEVELOPERS, BUT IT WAS TOO! TIMES. SOMEONE'S
EFFECTIVE. - ACAT OR A
p You 6UYs
a - ARE OKAY, EVEN IF P06~ /
L/ You 2O PAL AROUND -
. . WITH A DOG. ' ‘ A
/ ‘ / [\ & ) ‘ \
J

--IT'S WHETHER
THEY WANT TO
PLAY & FEW HANDS
OF POKER!

ANYONE
FOR




